
 

Disaster mythology and fact: Hurricane Katrina and social attachment

   
   
   
Abstract:

Misconceptions about disasters and their social and health consequences remain prevalent despite
considerable research evidence to the contrary. Eight such myths and their factual counterparts were
reviewed in a classic report on the public health impact of disasters by Claude de Ville de Goyet entitled,
The Role of WHO in Disaster Management: Relief, Rehabilitation, and Reconstruction (Geneva, World
Health Organization, 1991), and two additional myths and facts were added by Pan American Health
Organization. In this article, we reconsider these myths and facts in relation to Hurricane Katrina, with
particular emphasis on psychosocial needs and behaviors, based on data gleaned from scientific sources as
well as printed and electronic media reports. The review suggests that preparedness plans for disasters
involving forced mass evacuation and resettlement should place a high priority on keeping families together
- and even entire neighborhoods, where possible - so as to preserve the familiar and thereby minimize the
adverse effects of separation and major dislocation on mental and physical health. ©2008 Association of
Schools of Public Health.

Source: Ask your librarian to help locate this item.   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Extreme Weather Event, Human Conflict/Displacement

Extreme Weather Event: Flooding, Hurricanes/Cyclones

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Urban

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 United States

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
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greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Injury, Mental Health/Stress, Morbidity/Mortality

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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